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Guild Meeting Minutes August 23, 2011 

William demonstrated some of his 
woodcarvings.  

M+'-!.!8$1!1((2!%.#?&)0'!8#(*!<&55&.*3!!!
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Featured Member of the Month, Don Wooldridge  
!"#$%&&#'()*+"#

 
Recently I had the opportunity to spend an enjoyable evening with Don Wooldridge in his home 
in the Tyrone area of St Petersburg.   Don has been a member of the Guild for about 5 years now, 
once serving as the head of the Toy Committee.   Don’s favorite part of the Guild meetings is the 
“show and tell” portion where he often shares his own projects..  

 
Don says he has always enjoyed building things, but really got started in woodworking when his 
mother gifted him with her prized Hegner scroll saw, a drill press, a radial arm saw, a band saw, 
and a combination disc and 1 inch belt sander.  Don is an accomplished scroll sawyer, and showed 
me many examples of things he has built over the years.  His passion is toys, holiday projects and 
ornaments which he cuts with admirable precision.  I asked him why the emphasis on holiday 
projects, and he replied that “Everyone loves the holidays and you don’t have to match anyone’s 
particular style or taste”.  In fact every year he and his wife put out a “friend’s tree”, which is a 
Christmas tree decorated with the ornaments Don has made and painted.  Holiday visitors to the 
Wooldridge home are invited to help themselves to an ornament to take home for their own 
holiday decorating.  

Don gives away most of the things he makes.  None are made for sale.  One of the main reasons he 
enjoys woodworking is that it allows him to make gifts he can give freely to others which are 
handmade and individual rather than today’s punch out, disposable trinkets.  He enjoys fine 
fretwork and has even had an article published in Scrollsaw Magazine detailing how he makes 
colorful scrollsawn butterflies.  He once took third place at the Florida State Fair with a scrolled 
Easter Basket.   Besides his ornaments, some of his favorite projects to date are his scrolled 
luminaries.  He showed me a beautiful example on our visit.   
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  Continued  from page 3- Don Wooldridge 

Officers And Contact Info 

President – Joe Pettit       pettitwoodworks@gmail.com 

727-526-3100 

Vice President – Chuck Bigby  cbigby@live.com 

727-492-7338  

Treasurer – Camille Newton  
anewton17@tampabay.rr.com           727-433-0531 

Secretary – Steve Stutts  leuken@yahoo.com 

727-289-1955 

Program Director- Jody Chapin     chapin.inn@gmail.com 

727-385-8735 

 

Member at large – Joe Piech    piech.joe@hotmail.com 

727-540-0182 

Toy Committee – Jim Smoot         727-526-7201 

Newsletter Editor & Member at large -Pete Richardson  

viaforte@aol.com                      727-643-2807 

Librarians – Jan & Richard Samay  rsamay@ij.net 

727-341-3741 

Webmaster – Wayne Hymen  
admin@stpetewoodguild.com 

,-.-)#/-&&#*-0*&-#+01#/0#20#/+%3456##7-&&#/+-8#1+9/#/0#20#932#/+-"#
1%&&#5()*)%5-#"0(#1%/+#/+-%)#%34-3(%/"6::#;-3-)9&#;-0)4-#<6#=9//03#

Don’s shop is in a single car garage with a sort of 
divider cutting the room in half.  His table saw and 
some other large tools are on one side with his 
scrollsaw, sander, bandsaw, drill press, and radial 
arm on the other.  Another room in his house is the 
“painting room”.  Don’s Mother was an 
accomplished tole painter, and although he tells me 
he is “learning” to paint, his work far surpasses 
anything I could ever aspire to.  Of course the 
painting falls right in line with his love of 
producing ornaments and holiday items as well. 

 I asked Don if there was anything he would 
like to share with the Guild members and he said, 
“The best way to insure your future is to create it 
yourself.”  In other words, if you want to do 
something, just go ahead and do it, and don’t hold 
back.  I found Don a very friendly and talented 
individual with a willingness to share and an 
enthusiasm for his craft.  If you need help with 
scroll sawing or making holiday ornaments and 
decorations, I can’t think of a better person to ask. 
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Contact Viable Lumber if you need some unique, 
unusual or large local tropical hardwood slabs or 
lumber. Just got in supply some red camphor.  

http://www.viablelumber.com 

 A shavehorse… ? See Lee Smith ride one this 
coming Tuesday  Sept 27th.  
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St Petersburg Woodcrafters Guild 
c/o Grace Lutheran Church 
4301 16th Street North 
St. Petersburg, Florida 33762 

TO:  
 

Pinellas Paint is committed to providing a huge assortment of Eco-Friendly or Green products for all requirements 
whether it be a paint finish, wood finish, electrostatic coating or paint stripper, we have an Eco-Friendly option.  
Pinellas Paint treats every client and transaction with honesty and integrity and we look forward to working with you on 
your next project, renovation or redecorating activity.     7301 47th Street North, Pinellas Park, Fl 33781  
727-541-2602 

 

As a Guild, we teach what we know and learn what we don’t. 

Emar Grinding & Saw 
(Keep your blades sharp) 
2140 14th Circle North, St Petersburg, FL 33713 

4301 16th Street North on the corner of 16th 
Street N & Haines Rd. H+&52!*$$-'!$?$#9!`-,!
Q+$'2.9!(8!-,$!*()-,!.-!b"V!.-!-,$!H#.%$!F+-,$#.)!


